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Abstract-The vibration control for building structures using
hybrid control (base isolators BI and Active Tuned Mass
Dampers-ATMDs) has attracted the attention of researchers.
This paper establishes a hybrid vibration control system of
structure and compares structural response and active tuned
mass damper performance among the structure using two
different control algorithms (PID and LQR). Through simulation
research, from the comparative analysis of performance indexes
of structural response and ATMD performance, it is concluded
that the LQR controller outperforms the PID controller in
reducing the structural responses.
Keywords-PID control; LQR control; hybrid control; base
isolation; ATMD

I.
INTRODUCTION
One of the biggest challenges in structural engineering is
the development of structural vibration control techniques [1].
With those techniques, structures can be better protected from
the damaging effect of destructive environmental forces such as
earthquakes, winds, and other external loads [2]. Structural
control has been investigated and has shown great results in
reducing the vibrations in different civil structures under the
effect of dynamic loads [3, 4].
The structural vibration control system can be divided by its
method, or the types of devices being used, into four general
types: passive control, active control, semi-active control, and
hybrid control. A passive system can reduce the vibration
energy without the need for external power. It uses a passive
mechanism to reduce the response of the structure. This type of
control utilizes two methods: seismic base isolation and
supplemental damping [5]. Passive control mechanisms include
tuned mass (or liquid) damper (TMD/TLD), viscoelastic

damper, base isolation systems, etc. [5-7]. Although the usage
of a passive control system is very simple and affordable, it has
significant disadvantages, such as being less adaptable to
external environmental actions such as earthquakes and winds.
The active structural control system uses actuators, sensors
mounted at different locations on the structure to measure
external excitations and the structural response, and a computer
to calculate the appropriate force control. An external power
source also is needed for actuators to apply forces to control or
to modify the motion of the structure. Active control devices
include Active Tendon Systems (ATS), Active Mass Dampers
(AMD), active brace systems, etc. [8]. Hybrid structural control
systems are excellent vibration control systems, because they
combine the reliability of the passive system and the
adaptability of the active system [9, 10]. To get the optimal
control force, many methods and algorithms have been created.
An analytical model for the entire system and a dynamic model
of the system are needed, including all its objects such as the
structure, sensor, actuators, and controller [11, 12].
In a building structure equipped with an ATMD, a motor
based device called actuator applies a force known as control
force. One or more actuators apply these forces to a structure
according to the control law and use an external energy source
for their operation. These forces can be used to add or dissipate
energy from the structure to be controlled. To build such a
system, there are two radically different approaches: The first is
to identify the seismic excitation which creates the vibrations to
cancel it out by superimposing an "inverse" excitation on it.
This active control strategy is called feedforward. It is mainly
developed in acoustics [13, 14], but it is also very useful for the
control of vibration of structures. The second is to identify the
structure's response rather than the excitement that makes it
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vibrate. It, therefore, requires the modeling of the structure to
evaluate its dynamic behavior. The vibration control work that
goes into this type of strategy is called feedback loop control.
[15].
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towards the model of the system is a guarantee of robustness
when applied to known, linear, and little-variant systems[18].
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Fig. 2.

Structural vibration control.

Base isolation systems are a well-known application of the
passive control approach. These base isolators are placed
between the foundations and the superstructure, these devices
make it possible to decouple the movement from the ground to
the superstructure, the aim of which is to reduce the forces
transmitted from the ground. The isolators absorb the ground’s
shaking energy and filter high-frequency accelerations so that
the isolated superstructure moves essentially in a rigid mode
undergoing low accelerations and almost no deformations [16].
For this reason, the base isolation system is an effective tool to
ensure the seismic protection of rigid structures. To design the
appropriate base isolator and to have its optimum performance
many parameters should be considered, like the different
characteristics of the soil and the location of the structure [17].
LRB (Laminated Rubber Bearings) base isolators are known as
one of the most used systems in isolating structures. And
therefore, this type was chosen in the current study.
The main purpose of this work is to compare and evaluate
two different types of control algorithms (PID and LQR), that
control and drive the ATMD. The ATMD will be placed on the
top floor because it has been proven that putting the it there is a
very effective strategy to reduce the structural responses. Our
structure will be equipped with base isolators in both cases and
the performance of the two systems will be evaluated under the
effect of three strong earthquakes (El Centro, Kobe, and
Northbridge).

The PID controller.

Linear Quadratic Regulator (LQR) control belongs to the
family of optimal control algorithms. In optimum control, a
cost function representing a performance index is chosen and
then reduced to provide the optimal input. In the quadratic
optimum control problem, the cost function can be designed to
be quadratically dependent on the control input and the output
state or response [19]:





 
 


    (2)

where Q is the weighting matrix (output), and R is the control
vector (input). The performance index J represents the balance
between the structural response and the control energy, the
purpose of which is to reduce the response of the structure. The
performance index shown in (3) is chosen in such a way, as to
minimize the structural response and control energy over the
time interval from 0 to . When the elements of  are large,
the response of the system will be minimized to a large control
force. When the elements of R are large, the control force will
be small, but the structural response cannot be reduced
sufficiently [20, 21].
   (3)
K (LQR gain vector) is given by:
    (4)
where P is the solution matrix of Ricaati’s equation.

II. PID AND LQR CONTROLLERS
A Proportional Integral Derivative (PID) regulator is a
control organ that allows carrying out the closed-loop
regulation of an industrial process. The regulator compares a
value measured on the process with a setpoint. The difference
between these two values (the error signal) is then used to
calculate a new input value of the process tending to reduce as
much as possible the difference between the measurement and
the setpoint (lowest possible error signal).
Fig. 3.

The LQR controller.

"PID" represents the abbreviations of the three actions it
uses to make its corrections: a Proportional action, an Integral
action, and a Derivative action. Adjusting this type of
controller is often a matter of experience. Its independence
www.etasr.com
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Equation (2) can be rewritten as [10]:

MATHEMATICAL FORMULATION
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where M is the mass matrix, C is the damping matrix, and K is
the stiffness matrix [22].
In this study, each matrix can be represented as follows:
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IV. NUMERICAL SIMULATION
In this study, the performance of a hybrid control system
(base isolators + ATMD) is investigated. The active force is
obtained by a PID and an LQR controller. A 5-story baseisolated building is considered. The top floor displacement was
used as feedback in both control systems (PID and LQR). The
damping and stiffness of the ATMD are determined assuming a
passive TMD device adjusted to the structure's first mode. The
building structure parameters are shown in Table I. The
proportional, integral and derivative values selected for the PID
controller are: Kp = -20, Ki = -1, Kd =-300 and filter coefficient
N=100.
TABLE I.
Floor
Base isolators
1
2
3
4
5
ATMD

Mass (Kg)
1.5 × 103
1.5 × 103
1.5 × 103
1.5 × 103
1.5 × 103
1.5 × 103
900

BUILDING PARAMETERS

Stiffness (KN/m)
2.16 × 102
2.1 × 106
2.1 × 106
2.1 × 106
2.1 × 106
2.1 × 106
7.85

Damping (KN.s/m)
2.7
34
34
34
34
34
0.689

xatmd
Actuator

kATM D

xn

mATM D
cATM D

velocity vector:

acceleration vector:
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where * and 2 are the base and active mass damper
displacements, 7:8 is the influence vector, in this study
7:8  ;0,0, … ,1,1?, and 7 8 denotes the applied control forces
location vector [23].

x1
m1

The state-space representation is used to represent the
equation of motion for the building structure [24-26].
x#  B
@
C  "


(9)
D

where A is the system matrix, x the state vactor, B the input
matrix u the input vector, C the output matrix, y the output
vector, and D the feedthrough matrix.
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Fig. 4.

Base isolated building equipped with ATMD on the top floor.
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The simulation was done in Matlab/Simulink. Three strong
historically known earthquakes were used. El Centro (1940),
Northridge (1994), and Kobe (1995) earthquakes.
V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The response results of the isolated, uncontrolled structure
were compared to the same structure equipped with an ATMD,
using PID and LQR control algorithms. Figures 5-7 show the
building’s top floor displacement comparison.

(a)

(b)
Fig. 5.

Structural response under El Centro seismic excitation.

(c)
Fig. 6.

Structural response under Kobe seismic excitation.

Fig. 8.
Maximum story drift for the structure under the different
earthquake excitations: (a) El Centro, (b) Kobe, and (c) Northridge.

Fig. 7.

Structural response under Northridge seismic excitation.
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Figure 5 shows the top floor displacement under El Centro
earthquake excitation. It can be seen that the hybrid control
system using the LQR controller reduces the peak displacement
by almost 60% and the PID controller by 49% in comparison
with the uncontrolled structure. Figure 6 shows the top floor
displacement under Kobe earthquake excitation. From this
Figure, it can be noted that the hybrid control system using the
LQR controller outperforms the PID controller and reduces the
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peak displacement by almost 57%. The top floor displacement
under Northridge earthquake excitation is shown in Figure 7.
Again, the hybrid control system using the LQR controller
surpasses the PID controller and reduces the peak displacement
by almost 62%. As these Figures show, using the LQR
controller to control the displacement of the top floor of the
structure always gives better results than when using a PID
system. It can be seen that the hybrid system designed using an
LQR controller is more efficient and effective than PID control
in reducing the displacement of this building in the three cases.
VI.

CONCLUSION

The objective of this study is to combine the application of
base isolators and ATMDs to minimize the structural responses
under the influence of seismic excitations using two different
controllers, LQR and PID. According to the numerical studies
for a 5-story building, and the obtained results, the following
conclusions can be drawn:
• The comparison between LQR and PID controllers
indicates that the LQR controller is more effective in
reducing the displacements and the vibration of the building
and surpasses the PID controller by far.
• In this study, the active control system proved to be far
more efficient than the passive control systems in reducing
the structural response.
• More than 50% of the top floor displacement is reduced by
using the hybrid control system.
• Using a hybrid control system to control the vibration of a
structure improves its performance in resisting strong
earthquake excitations and makes the structure safer and
more comfortable during earthquakes.
For future research, we will work in combining LQR and
PID controllers in order to get the advantages of each system.
REFERENCES
[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

A. Manchalwar and S. V. Bakre, "Vibration control of structure by top
base isolated storey as tuned mass damper," International Journal of
Dynamics and Control, vol. 8, no. 3, pp. 963–972, Sep. 2020,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40435-020-00614-1.
L. Xu, Y. Cui, and Z. Wang, "Active tuned mass damper based vibration
control for seismic excited adjacent buildings under actuator saturation,"
Soil Dynamics and Earthquake Engineering, vol. 135, Aug. 2020, Art.
no. 106181, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.soildyn.2020.106181.
S. H. Hosseini Lavassani, S. Shangapour, P. Homami, V. Gharehbaghi,
E. Noroozinejad Farsangi, and T. Y. Yang, "An innovative methodology
for hybrid vibration control (MR+TMD) of buildings under seismic
excitations," Soil Dynamics and Earthquake Engineering, vol. 155, Apr.
2022, Art. no. 107175, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.soildyn.2022.107175.
M.-C. Hsieh, G.-L. Huang, H. Liu, S.-J. Chen, and B.-F. Chen, "A
numerical study of hybrid tuned mass damper and tuned liquid damper
system on structure motion control," Ocean Engineering, vol. 242, Dec.
2021, Art. no. 110129, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oceaneng.2021.110129.
M. Sareban, "Evaluation of Three Common Algorithms for Structure
Active Control," Engineering, Technology & Applied Science Research,
vol. 7, no. 3, pp. 1638–1646, Jun. 2017, https://doi.org/10.48084/
etasr.1150.
G. Xu and M. Yamanari, "Performance of Steel Frame with Linkage
System under Earthquake Excitation," Engineering, Technology &
Applied Science Research, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 3796–3802, Feb. 2019,
https://doi.org/10.48084/etasr.2519.

www.etasr.com

Vol. 12, No. 3, 2022, 8652-8657
[7]

[8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

8656

N. Pnevmatikos and C. Gantes, "Actively and Semi-actively Controlled
Structures Under Seismic Actions: Modeling and Analysis," in
Encyclopedia of Earthquake Engineering, New York, NY, USA:
Springer, 2014, pp. 1–24.
Y. Arfiadi and M. N. S. Hadi, "Passive and active control of threedimensional buildings," Earthquake Engineering & Structural
Dynamics,
vol.
29,
no.
3,
pp.
377–396,
2000,
https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1096-9845(200003)29:3<377::AIDEQE911>3.0.CO;2-C.
B. Kavyashree, S. Patil, and V. S. Rao, "Review on vibration control in
tall buildings: from the perspective of devices and applications,"
International Journal of Dynamics and Control, vol. 9, no. 3, pp. 1316–
1331, Sep. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s40435-020-00728-6.
F. Casciati, J. Rodellar, and U. Yildirim, "Active and semi-active control
of structures – theory and applications: A review of recent advances,"
Journal of Intelligent Material Systems and Structures, vol. 23, no. 11,
pp. 1181–1195, Jul. 2012, https://doi.org/10.1177/1045389X12445029.
M. S. H. Al-Furjan, M. Habibi, J. Ni, D. won Jung, and A. Tounsi,
"Frequency simulation of viscoelastic multi-phase reinforced fully
symmetric systems," Engineering with Computers, Oct. 2020,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00366-020-01200-x.
M. S. H. Al-Furjan, A. hatami, M. Habibi, L. Shan, and A. Tounsi, "On
the vibrations of the imperfect sandwich higher-order disk with a lactic
core using generalize differential quadrature method," Composite
Structures, vol. 257, Feb. 2021, Art. no. 113150, https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.compstruct.2020.113150.
S. Alimirzaei, M. Mohammadimehr, and A. Tounsi, "Nonlinear analysis
of viscoelastic micro-composite beam with geometrical imperfection
using FEM: MSGT electro-magneto-elastic bending, buckling and
vibration solutions," Structural Engineering and Mechanics, vol. 71, no.
5, pp. 485–502, 2019, https://doi.org/10.12989/sem.2019.71.5.485.
T. T. Soong and B. F. Spencer, "Active, semi-active and hybrid control
of structures," Bulletin of the New Zealand Society for Earthquake
Engineering, vol. 33, no. 3, pp. 387–402, Sep. 2000, https://doi.org/
10.5459/bnzsee.33.3.387-402.
J. E. Hughes, Y. Kim, J. W. Chong, and C. Kim, "Particle Swarm
Optimization for Active Structural Control of Highway Bridges
Subjected to Impact Loading," Shock and Vibration, vol. 2018, Aug.
2018, Art. no. e4932870, https://doi.org/10.1155/2018/4932870.
H. Monfared, A. Shirvani, and S. O. Nwaubani, "An investigation into
the seismic base isolation from practical perspective," International
Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering, vol. 3, no. 3, pp. 451–463,
Apr. 2013.
J. M. Kelly, "The role of damping in seismic isolation," Earthquake
Engineering & Structural Dynamics, vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 3–20, 1999,
https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1096-9845(199901)28:1<3::AIDEQE801>3.0.CO;2-D.
M. Ezzraimi, R. Tiberkak, A. Melbous, and S. Rechak, "LQR and PID
Algorithms for Vibration Control of Piezoelectric Composite Plates,"
Mechanics, vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 734–740, Nov. 2018, https://doi.org/
10.5755/j01.mech.24.5.20645.
A. H. Heidari, S. Etedali, and M. R. Javaheri-Tafti, "A hybrid LQR-PID
control design for seismic control of buildings equipped with ATMD,"
Frontiers of Structural and Civil Engineering, vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 44–57,
Mar. 2018, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11709-016-0382-6.
A. Alavinasab, H. Moharrami, and A. Khajepour, "Active Control of
Structures Using Energy-Based LQR Method," Computer-Aided Civil
and Infrastructure Engineering, vol. 21, no. 8, pp. 605–611, 2006,
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8667.2006.00460.x.
J. Zhang, L. He, E. Wang, and R. Gao, "A LQR Controller Design for
Active Vibration Control of Flexible Structures," in IEEE Pacific-Asia
Workshop on Computational Intelligence and Industrial Application,
Wuhan, China, Dec. 2008, vol. 1, pp. 127–132, https://doi.org/10.1109/
PACIIA.2008.358.
M. Arif Sen, M. Tinkir, and M. Kalyoncu, "Optimisation of a PID
controller for a two-floor structure under earthquake excitation based on
the bees algorithm," Journal of Low Frequency Noise, Vibration and
Active Control, vol. 37, no. 1, pp. 107–127, Mar. 2018, https://doi.org/
10.1177/1461348418757906.

Jaballah et al.: A Comparative Study on Hybrid Vibration Control of Base-isolated Buildings Equipped …

Engineering, Technology & Applied Science Research

Vol. 12, No. 3, 2022, 8652-8657

8657

[23] C. C. Chang, J. F. Wang, and C. C. Lin, "Parameter identification for
active mass damper controlled systems," Journal of Physics: Conference
Series, vol. 744, Jun. 2016, Art. no. 012166, https://doi.org/10.1088/
1742-6596/744/1/012166.
[24] D. Demetriou, N. Nikitas, and K. D. Tsavdaridis, "Performance of
proportional-integral-derivative controllers on structures with variable
damping active tuned mass dampers," in 6th World Conference on
Structural Control and Monitoring, Barcelona, Spain, Jul. 2014.
[25] R. Guclu, "Sliding mode and PID control of a structural system against
earthquake," Mathematical and Computer Modelling, vol. 44, no. 1, pp.
210–217, Jul. 2006, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mcm.2006.01.014.
[26] H. Bassi and Y. A. Mobarak, "State-Space Modeling and Performance
Analysis of Variable-Speed Wind Turbine Based on a Model Predictive
Control Approach," Engineering, Technology & Applied Science
Research, vol. 7, no. 2, pp. 1436–1443, Apr. 2017, https://doi.org/
10.48084/etasr.1015.

www.etasr.com

Jaballah et al.: A Comparative Study on Hybrid Vibration Control of Base-isolated Buildings Equipped …

